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by Olivia Powell

Every once in a while, an artist comes along that 
forces the viewer to experience their work, as opposed 
to just seeing it. Cathy Locke is an expert at coaxing 

the viewer to revisit their imagination and memories and conjure up their 
own interpretation, spending time with the work, studying its secrets and discovering 
its many layers. Cathy’s The Magic Series, including this month’s cover, explores the 
memories of  childhood and the behaviors that are unique to children. 

In contrast, the works in Cathy’s Soul Landscapes series are beautifully haunting, a bit 
darker in theme, but dripping with a vague sense of  comfort and recognition. This body 
of  work has been described as “ethereal, haunting, with deep emotional resonance. 
This series’ process was slow, involving the building up of  layers of  paint over a period 
of  time to create depth in the work. Cathy combined oil and cold wax, or pastel and 
acrylic washes to create a rich surface. She often lets washes run down the canvas 
to convey the concept of  letting go or not being in control. In this series, Cathy’s 
process involves working with the idea of  motion or energy, usually starting with the 
least moving elements first, then moving to the ones with the most movement last. 
Cathy has been very influenced by the artists in Russia. “I first experienced this paradigm 
shift from technically focused work to an expressive focus while studying art in Russia 
in 2003. I stood in front of  paintings that I’d never seen before, and since I had no 
intellectual data for these paintings, I wasn’t able to analyze them from the thinking part 
of  my brain. Instead, for the first time, I slowed down and read these paintings as if  they 
were books; viewing them became the experience. This changed the whole way I now 
go about creating art.” She has been very influenced by Mikhail Vrubel’s Demon series 
both in concept and technique. Additional influences include Nicolai Fechin’s cold wax 
technique and the conceptual works of  Russian Symbolist painters. 

Cathy holds a B.F.A. from Art Center College of  Design and a M.F.A. from the 
Academy of  Art University, both with honors. She currently teaches a variety of  figurative 
courses in the graduate department at the Academy of  Art University in San Francisco. 
She has received accolades for her work from the Pastel Society of  America, Art Directors 
Club of  New York, Society of  Illustrators in Los Angeles, Connecticut Society of  Portrait 
Artists, the Pastel Journal and Campaign Papers. She has received two Pastel 100 
Awards, placing her as one of  the top 100 pastelists in the world. Her clients include 
private patrons throughout the United States, Canada, and Europe. 

Cathy offers a Russian Art Tour the first week in July every year that focuses on 
Russian and European art in Moscow and St. Petersburg. For more information, visit 
www.russianarttour.com.

For more information on Cathy Locke and her work, please log onto www.cathylocke.com or email 
her at cathy@cathylocke.com. She also takes portrait commissions at www.cathylockeportraits.com.  
If  in San Francisco, be sure to see her work at Cannery Galleries at 2801 Leavenworth Street.

“There are many artists these 
days who display a wealth of 
creative talent, and many more 
whose technical ability can only 
be described as astonishing. 
However, only a few artists 
combine those wonderful 
attributes with the ability to 
take the viewer to a place where 
mere words struggle to describe 
the feeling, the emotion, and 
the intrigue. One of these gifted 
individuals is artist Cathy Locke 
of San Francisco, California.” 

–Tim Broughton, ArtLA
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